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Regulatory news #004/2020 
 
10 November 2020 
 

COVID-19 update  
 

SAZKA Group a.s. (together with its subsidiaries, “SAZKA Group” or the “Company”) wishes to give an 
update to its stakeholders on the impact of the recent restrictions that have been implemented due 
to the COVID-19 virus, as well as certain other recent developments.  

In line with our approach during H1, we have fully complied with all the recommendations of the public 
authorities in the countries of our operations to protect the health and safety of our customers, 
employees, partners and the public. 

While all our digital channels continue to operate without interruption, our physical retail networks 
have to various degrees been affected by recently introduced restrictions. The extent of the financial 
impact will largely depend on the duration of the outbreak and the extent and nature of resulting 
restrictions.  

Robert Chvatal, CEO commented: “Our business proved to be resilient during the first wave of COVID-
19 as we benefited from our geographical diversification, multiple land-based and online sales channels 
and broad range of products, and management took mitigating steps to minimise the financial impact 
for our companies, our employees, and our partners through selective cost measures and selective 
participation in government support schemes. This time around, the measures implemented by 
governments are more targeted, and we have the benefit of our experience of dealing with such 
circumstances as well as an enhanced digital offering.”  

 

Below is a brief overview of the current situation in our markets:  

 

Austria 

The Austrian government has imposed a number of restrictions for a period of four weeks from 3 
November. There is a curfew from 20:00 to 06:00 and a temporary ban on the operation of a wide 
range of shops and venues, excluding those providing essential services such as food retail, 
pharmacies, post offices, banks, petrol stations and tobacco stores.  

As was the case during the restrictions in force in H1, these measures have so far had a limited impact 
on the availability of Austrian Lotteries products through its land-based channels, as key categories of 
points of sale are allowed to remain open under the restrictions. 

Austrian Lotteries’ online gaming offerings remain available to the public as normal. They include draw 
based games (including Austrian Lotteries’ major products Lotto and EuroMillions), online casino, 
poker, and sports betting.  

Casinos Austria has closed all its casinos in Austria in accordance with the restrictions. The same 
regulation applies to Casinos Austria’s 21 gaming halls which were closed at the same time. Casinos 
Austria International has currently closed some of its casinos in Europe, while certain other casinos in 
Europe and globally remain open.  
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Czech Republic 

As of Monday 22 October, the Government has limited free movement in the Czech Republic. Citizens 
are allowed to go to work and shop for supplies limited to food, vital goods, fuel and medicine, as well 
as use some necessary financial and postal services.  

As was the case when similar restrictions were in force in H1, and similar to the impact of similar 
restrictions on Austrian Lotteries, these measures are expected to have a limited impact on the 
availability of SAZKA a.s.’ products through its land-based channels, as key categories of points of sale 
(including newsstands, tobacco stores and post offices) are allowed to remain open under the 
restrictions. Approximately 95% of SAZKA a.s.’s points of sale have been operating in recent days. 

SAZKA a.s.’ online gaming offerings remain available to the public as normal. We are continuing to 
promote the use of our online platforms for lottery products as well as digital-only offerings. In the 
weeks before the new restrictions, around 35% of our sales were via digital channels.  

 

 

Greece 

On 5 November 2020, the Greek Government announced a nationwide lockdown, aiming to contain 
the spread of COVID-19. As a result and following the publication of the Joint Ministerial Decision, a 
temporary suspension of business activity for a series of sectors is imposed from Saturday, 7 November 
until Monday, 30 November 2020, including OPAP stores, PLAY gaming halls across Greece, street 
vendors distributing Hellenic Lotteries’ products (Scratch and Passive lotteries) as well as the 
horseracing facility at Markopoulo. 

During this period, OPAP’s gaming activities will continue to operate online, offering an extended range 
of products (sports betting, Tzoker, virtual games, and casino). At the same time, the full range of 
Stoiximan’s products is available through its own platforms. 

 

 

Italy 

The Italian Government announced new provisions which are in force between 6 November and 3 
December. LOTTOITALIA continues to offer its games (which were suspended by the Agenzia Dogane 
Monopoli during the first wave) and tobacconists (LOTTOITALIA’s largest category of points of sale) 
remain open everywhere. Bars and cafes remain open until 6pm in certain areas.   

 

 

Other updates 

On 26 October, SAZKA Group signed a €100 million bank loan facility with a margin of 3% and a tenor 
of 1 year, which has subsequently been drawn.  

In November, SAZKA Group paid a dividend of €110 million. 
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About SAZKA Group 

We are one of the largest pan-European lottery operators. Our businesses operate lotteries in all the 
major continental European countries where lotteries are privately operated, including the Czech 
Republic, Greece, Austria and Italy, and in Cyprus. Our businesses focus on the lottery segment, 
including numerical lotteries (draw-based games) and instant lotteries (scratch cards), and also provide 
complementary products, including sports-betting and digital-only games. They sell their products 
both through various retail networks and through digital platforms. The lottery operators are members 
of the World Lottery Association and the European Lottery Association and operate in accordance with 
their codes of practice. 

 

Investor and media enquiries 

Lena Thakkar 
T: +44 7494 175 105 
E: lena.thakkar@sazkagroup.com 
www.sazkagroup.com  
 
 

Disclaimer 

This notice does not form, and should not be construed as, the basis of any credit analysis or other evaluation an 
investment or lending recommendation, advice, a valuation or a due diligence review.  

The information contained in this notice is for indicative purposes only. This notice may include forward-looking 
statements regarding certain of our plans and our current goals, intentions, beliefs and expectations concerning, 
among other things, our future results of operation, financial condition, liquidity, prospects, growth, strategies 
and the industries in which we operate. These forward-looking statements can be identified by the fact that they 
do not relate only to historical or current facts. Generally, but not always, words such as “may,” “could,” “should,” 
“will,” “expect,” “intend,” “estimate,” “anticipate,” “assume,” “believe,” “plan,” “seek,” “continue,” “target,” 
“goal,” “would” or their negative variations or similar expressions identify forward looking statements. By their 
nature, forward-looking statements are inherently subject to risks and uncertainties, including the effect of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and government responses thereto, because they relate to events and depend on 
circumstances that may or may not occur in the future. We caution you that forward-looking statements are not 
guarantees of future performance and that our actual results of operations, financial condition and liquidity and 
the development of the industries in which we operate may differ materially from those made in or suggested by 
the forward-looking statements contained in this notice. In addition, even if our results of operations, financial 
condition and liquidity and the development of the industries in which we operate are consistent with the forward-
looking statements contained in this document, those past results or developments may not be indicative of 
results or developments in future periods. 

We do not undertake any obligation to review, update or confirm expectations or estimates or to release publicly 
any revisions to any forward-looking statements to reflect events that occur or circumstances that arise after the 
date of this notice. 

No warranty or representation of any kind, express or implied, is or will be made in relation to, and to the fullest 
extent permissible by law, no responsibility or liability in contract, tort, or otherwise is or will be accepted by us 
or any of our officers, employees, advisers or agents, or any other party as to the accuracy, completeness or 
reasonableness of the information contained in this notice, including any opinions, forecasts or projections. 

Nothing in this document shall be deemed to constitute such a representation or warranty or to constitute a 
recommendation to any person to acquire any securities.  
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We are not providing advice (whether in relation to legal, tax or accounting issues or otherwise). You should 
receive legal, tax, accounting and any other necessary advice from your advisors in relation to the contents of this 
notice. 


